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- An-Old Asia Hand ?‘orv Viet Nam S

FOIAb3D -

[ The new Lodge team in Vxet

bly by the return of a real
etter man. He is Maj. Gen.

ldozen or more civilians who will ¢
Jattempt to bring a new approach
\to the war. ",

] Gen. Lansdale is supposed to
ipe the prototype of the colorful
!ICol.* Hillandale ‘in “The Ugly
Wmerican.” His. nickname,

lends support to the: general be-
lief, v

A s a colonel, Gen. Lansdale
nade his reputatlon as an old.
Asia hand as adviser—and close
riend—to Ramon -Magsaysay,
he Philippine national leader
vho rallied his. people against
the communist Huks as defense
ecretary and went on to the
residency. The American col-
nel was officially a member of .
he Joint U. S. Military Adwsory
roup in the Philippines.

ome an adviser—and a much-
rized one~to Presidenf Ngo
inh ‘Diem in 195465, in the
halky early days. of the fated -
Diem regime. Subsequently he
returned to spend unhappy days
t a Pentagon desk as deputy
pecial. assistant on counter-in

am. figures to benefit consider-

fEdward G Lansdale, Ret., who
s 1o join the new.ambassador .
‘Ishortly as head of a group of a

{«Over,. Hill and Lansdale,”

Gen. Lansdale went on fo be-

.urgency to Secretary of De- help the people fmd that cause.

i i i e e L e viadatd i o

. fense Robert S. McNamara. )
In his remarkably frank “Mis-’
‘,sion in~ Torment,” John. M.
. Mecklin, the veteran correspond-
ent who was U.S. public affairs--
- officer in Viet Nam before and

during Diem’s downfall, says
that Washingtonv for “fuzzy rea-
sons” votoed suggestions by
Ambassador Fredderick E. Nol-
ing Jr. and others that Lansdale” "
be returned to Viet Nam. “High
officials in Defense and—GIAM
writes Mr. Mcklin, "w’eféwaow
on Lansdale, one of the United
Sates’ ablest experts on counter- -
guerrilla operations, because of .
his tendency to break bureau- .

cratic crockery to get things -

done.” v
As articulate as he is retxcent
Gen. Lansdale spelled out some-

of his ideas for Viet Nam in a .

recent issue of Foreign Affairs.
He proposed—greatly to .sim-
plify—a long and patient process
of “American help in banding

-the leaders, the. military, thc ‘

civil servants and the people of:

‘Viet Nam mto a united force

for freedom.”

Gen. Lansdale “asserts that
what the ‘South Viet Namese'
need is a “great cause” such as,
.the spirit of the British Magna -
- Carta, the Franch ‘'Liberte, Ega
lite, Fraternite,” and’ our own |
~Declaration of Independence. *
" And he suggests that Americans -

" “'To make the number one prior-
“ ity for the military to protect
-and help the people.” He point-

. “Three Rules and Eight Re-

" Eighth Route Army. (When the
‘Vxet Cong . actually encounters "

.take mwch patience, much re«

thinking by -American military
" marred by tales of burned vile :
Jages and indifference to the :

- them.-

. 'As Gen. Lansdale put it 10 -
- months ago, a “revolutionary ap- -

.10 the people of North Viet Nam, "+

“The utmost urgent mxhtaryf
need,” wrote Gen. Lansdale, is -

ed out that the communist Viet .
Cong practice military action
with severe penalties for misbe-
. havior as part of their military
; oath of honor, adopted from the
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marks” of Mao  Tse-tung's |

resistance, however; it is capable !
of the greatest ¢ruelty against .
citizens as well as iis military”
foes.) /

- Popularizing the war among :
the Vietnamese people would :

orientation of the Viet Nam mili- -
tary—who have fired on civilians -
without cause—and much re-

PR

and civilian advisers. It could go 7
a long way, however, toward re-
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fate of the people who hve mv

- And'the reward could be great :

peal’ might'eventually “spread .

woundmg communism .at its |
most: vital pomt—-commumsmsj_.;
control of the masses. "o 3
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